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Experiment 1

Falling objects

Materials needed:

e rubber ball

e 2 tennis balls
® orange

e apple



Pre-Level I Physics

In this unit, the students will try to determine if Galileo was right.

The objectives of this lesson are:

(1) to help students compare their observations with a scientific discovery.
(2) to help students compare different observations.

I. Observe it

In this section the students will observe how two objects fall when
they are released at the same time.

O Have the students hold two tennis balls in their hands at chest
level.

® Have the students release the two tennis balls at the same time.

©® Help them observe how the objects land on the ground. Ask them
the following questions.

@

@
®
@

Did the objects land at the same time?

Is one object heavier or lighter than the other object?

Do you think it matters how high you hold the objects? Why or
why not?

Do you think the shape of the object matters? Why or why
not?

O Help the students record their observations in the "Observe it”
section of their workbooks (see next page).

© Have the students repeat the experiment using different
combinations of objects. Have them compare at least four
different pairs of objects.
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For each set of objects, help the students record their observations
in the "Observe it” section of their workbook.

O Have the students write the names of the objects they are using
in the spaces below "Object 1“ and "Object 2

® Have the students draw or write a description of what they see.
Help them make good observations by asking questions such as:

@ How heavy does Object 1 feel in your hand?

@ How heavy does Object 2 feel in your hand?

® Does Object 1 feel heavier or lighter in your hand than
Object 2?

@ Is it easy to release both objects at the same time? Why or
why not?

@ Describe the shape of Object 1.

® Describe the shape of Object 2.

Answers will vary. Object 1 Object 2
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II. Think about it

O Help the students think about their experiment and make any
observations about how easy or difficult it is fo perform the

experiment.

@ Can they see the objects fall to the floor?

@ Can they determine if both objects fall to the floor at the
same time?

® Is it easy or difficult to release the objects from their hands

at the same time?

® Help the students think about ways fo vary their experiment.

@

@

©)

If they cant see the objects fall to the floor, maybe they can
get a parent, sibling or friend to make the observations.

What happens if the objects are higher? They could stand on a
sturdy chair or bench to see if height makes a difference.
What happens if the objects are lower? They can release the
objects at their waist or at their knees.

© Help the students repeat the experiment for one of their object
pairs. Have them vary only one parameter at a time for one set of
objects. For example, they may want to hold the objects higher
and have a friend observe how they fall. But this is changing
two parameters (the height and the observer). Explain to them
that scientists try to vary only one parameter at a time so that
they can make comparisons to previous experiments noting what
change, if any, the one parameter had on the experiment.

O Help the students record their observations.
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III. What did you discover?

The questions can be answered verbally or in writing, depending
on the writing ability of the student. With these questions help
the students think about their observations. There are no “right”
answers to these questions and it is important for the students to
write or discuss what they actually observed.

IV. Why?

Help the students understand that two objects of different weights
will fall to the earth at the same speed. Both objects have the
same amount of gravity pulling on them at the same time. So both
objects start with the same force. Because both objects have the
same force, they will both fall to the earth at the same speed
since the speed of an object is independent of its weight.

V. Just for fun

The students can try an experiment with an object that will be
much lighter than the objects they have been using. A cotton ball
or a feather would work. They will discover that if an object is too
light, it will float to the ground and not fall at the same time as

a heavier object. However, tell them that if the two objects are
put in a vacuum, they will fall at the same time. Even an apple and
a feather or cotton ball will fall at the same time. In the vacuum
there is no air resistance. Outside the vacuum, the air pushes up on
the cotton ball and, because the cotton ball is light enough, the air
will slow it down.



